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Thr FBI vcndeMa againsl Dr. Merlin 
l.uthcr Kins Jr. didn’l end nilh hifi mur- 
d» r. FBI Director J. Eil«jr Hoover, who 
had tried to blacken King's name wlule ho 
was alive, ak>o U'kd to (arninh II alter hka 
deulh. 

Not long nBcr Klr«t a ns gunned dow n on 
Ibe txilcony of Ills Memphis motel on Apnl 
4, iDca, Hoover seni word lo me that Ihei 
motive behind ll»e murder was ctickoldry, * 
.lhal the assnsiin appanmlly had been • 
hired by a )ealc;is liu^hand. ^ 

I have l.cl.1 bi»ck Ui*.^ :doi y for mor-. than 
seven yean U*cause of my rule agaiii'^t 
•evciillng M>ur« »^*. But lloovof K now 
liwtinR from llic coiilcmporary M:ene into 
hifUoi^. His inc»ediblc attempt to panic 
King into commilting suicide. U fcsins lo 
me, aUo abrogates any right he may liavo 
had lo cofifidenUariy. Therefore. I have 
decided It is In the public Interest to tell the 
story. 

Back in ieC8. 1 was on good terms with 
\ Ihc old Kill curfTKHJg»‘on. He sent word 
through en Intei inedisry that King’s 
. klUcr, James Earl Ray, bad been In Loi 
A.ng<;les shortly Uforc he retuired insl lo 
Stal’a the clvU rigliU leader. 

Hoover's meshenger lupgc^lcd (hat Ray 
had been hired bj a )e?.lous hu:»bnnd, who 
hr.d becoiiwj cnr*ii;ed by U:e discovery Ui.;t 
bis wife had borne King's child. The In- 
lermediary.* Idenhficd Ihc Los Angdes^ 
coupte and showe«l me supp»irtiiig data, 
liKluding an FBI report dc.vcrlblog a 
• pasbionalc interlude between the wife and 
Dr. King In a Xc»w York City hotel. . . 

I was eager, of course, lo find out wiio 

( was behind Ihc a.oka^Mnalloii. So I flew to 
liUS Angeles and did iny lUihncdcst lo 
cotiflrm llw nil leads I wayUnd Ihe wife 
and husband separately for con- 
frontatloful Inlorvlews . and questioned 



• 

others who might have known of Ihe 
alk'ged love affair, the paternity of Ibe 
child or the aUilude of the husband tow ard 
King. 

I could find absolutely no evidence that 
contradicted Ihc couple’s own explanation 
that Dr. King was an honon*J friend of IhO 
family, a frv'quenl guest in Iheir home and 
nothing more. 

I also discovered with deepening ap- 
prchen>i&n lhal there were no FBI agents 
on this trail that was support'd lobe so hot. 

I returmd to W8^hi^.glon sati5fied that the 
FBI itory was erroneous and half con- 
vinced lhal It was a deliberate hoax. 

Yet 1 was reluctant to believe 111 of 
Hoover. Like so many olheov. I wanted to 
Udieve there was at least one rock of io- 
tegnly in Washirigton. He had. after alL 
created a iriracle — an hon*^ and ef- 
ficient police force out of w hat had been m 
1V24 a corrupt merui^rieof drunivs. hacks, 
mbfits aivt courthouse hangers on. So 1 
kept die jury out on Hoover. 

In late 1970 the jury came In. for me. 1 
happCfKd to be on an airplane w itb the lata 
Rep. Hale E^gs iD-La.I. then the41ouse 
majority leader. He told me bow luembers 
of CongrcTis were being tntunldaled. If not 
bbek mailed, by Hoover. 

He said But Hie MSI would come upon a 
skeleton In a member's clot>e( — a wocnan, ^ 
a vke, a ihadv business associate — and* 
lb?n get wrd to him ih^ic an accusation 
against him had reached Uie FBI «nd they 
wanted to alert him so he coukl be on his 
guard From then on the member was 
likely to be a c;«pt ivc of Hnover. 

for Ihe next few days, 1 circulated 
among oTficials and rvporteri who were 
likely lo know* soir.cUung about the dirk 
side of Hoover. I discovcroil that every last 
one of Uiciii wa^ afraid of Hoover. A cht ck 
of the newspaper, morgues lo Inlr 1974 
deinunslralcd the resuU of Hoover's 
, carrot -and •••lick maslcry of p’jbllc 
relations: decodes of kiuckitory, otton 
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•dollzlng coverage; but no ftuitained, 
braw»-knuckifd, masis circul^*uiua«juiack* 
.and few criticisms of any kind 
' Because ue believed no police offictai 
should ever become (his powerful in 
America, we began an inve^tigalion of the 
, FBI chief. In a series of columns (hat ran 
sporadically from December, H70 
through (he fall of IP>4x-M^r.evealed 
among other things; 

( That Hoover had received $50,000 for 
books written in his name bv FBI per- 
sonnel on government lime; that be had 
accepted annual free vacations at (lie 
Hotel Del Charro near llie Del Mar, Calif, 
race track from oil millionaire Clint 
Murchison Jr,; (hat Hoover used ibe FBI 
to dig up and ciculate dirt about the 
pivate lives .of prominent Americans who 
' bad cofnniilu«d no crimes; that he had 
kept members of Congress under sur- 
veillance U»en hod ul>ou( il, 

. We also.discvovered (hat the man of 
steel, the deity who kejil a life-sized brxKize 
. bust of hunscU In (he fo.ver of his borne, 
was in reality, ev'cn as you and I. a fatty 
• with a sweet tooL'i and a itomacb fuU d 
gas Mins; a dweller In a burglary-ridden 
neighborhood whoso own Christmas lights 
bad been vandalized; a fearful old man 
who crouched In one corner of hia 
’ ^bulletproof limousine and propped up btM 
hat In another enmer. 

As tlie niojilhs ot lu/l passed, and it was 
seen Uiai we liad not been struck down by 
lightning, critical scrutiny began 
IhrougfHiit the oaiionaJ rnedia — Life, 
Time, Newsweek, the dudy press, uijihtiv 

I televisiun. • . 

The result was Instructive. Hoover 
suddenly polled in his horns. 

While House sides complained that 
Hoover hed grown soft. But Hoover had 
rediscovered (he re.iraints of (he 
American systcRi — too late lor hia 
reputation hut not too late for Uie countiY, 
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